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Explosive growth in TVET

Number of appllcants skyrockets from 25,000 to 229,000

KANGAR: A‘prcanons to enrol
in Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET)
programmes have seen signifi-
cant increase to 229,000 partici-
pants from 25,000 two years ago,
says Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi. -

The Deputy Prime Minister said
the sharp rise reflected
awareness among parents, SPM
leavers and those unable to pur-
sue higher education about the
advantages of TVET, particularly
its potential for high-paying

careers.
“They found thax du-

ates can earn sa%m

which are not und by the gov-

ernment's minimum wage of
RM1,700.

“In fact, some courses such as
welding, the starting salary
offered is RM?7,500," he told
reporters after opening the
Kangar Umno division meeting,
Bernama reported.

Ahmad Zahid, who is also
National TVET Council chairman,
said there are currently 1,398
TVET institutions nationwide,
with strong demand for skilled
labour, particularly from foreign
direct investment companies

in Malaysia.

“We will continue to expand
the number of places and courses
offered to match the country’s
workforce needs.

“For example, many private
TVET institutions already offer
programmes in artificial intelli-
gence, the Internet of Things and
robotics,” he said.

“We are confident the involve-
ment of TVET students in these
emerging fields is in line with the

* demand for skilled workers from

international companies.”

At another event, Ahmad Zahid
reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to expand 5G cover-
age to rural areas as part of efforts
to ensure local leaders are
empowered to use social media
for communication with resi-
dents.

“5G coverage must not be limit-
ed to densely populated areas, but

extended to KEDA zones and
Felcra settlements,” he said, refer-
ring to the Kedah Regional
Development Authority.

Ahmad Zahid said rural leaders
must embrace and be proficient
in technology, especially in using
social media as a tool to connect
and engage with their communi-
ties.

He urged them to enhance their
leadership knowledge in today’s
modern era by balancing tradi-
tional and contemporary tele-
communication systems.

Kangar Umno
division
meeting. With
him are
Kangar Umno
chief Datuk Dr
Fathul Bari
(second from

, left) and Perlis
Umno liaison
chief Datuk
Rozabil Abd
Rahman
(right).

— Bernama

“Grassroots leaders should
engage with the people
instead of relying solely on
reports,” he added.

Ahmad Zahid revealed that
RM40.7mil had been allocated to
KEDA this year to benefit targeted
groups, including rural youth
throughout the state.

“Of this amount, RM10.62mil is
specifically for leadership and
youth empowerment initiatives,
covering leadership
entrepreneurship, education and
skills development,” he said.
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HIGH-PAYING CAREERS

MASSIVE RISE IN
TVET APPLICATIONS

DPM: Number rose
from 25,000 to
229,000 in 2 years
as awareness of
advantages grows

KANGAR

PPLICATIONS for Tech-
nical and Vocational
Education and Training

(TVET) programmes
have increased from 25,000 to
229,000 in the past two years up
to July 12, said Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad

Zahid Hamidi.

He said the sharp rise reflected
growing awareness among par-
ents, Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia
holders and those pursuing high-
er education about the advan-
tages of TVET, particularly its po-
tential to open paths to high-pay-
ing careers,

“They know that TVET grad-
uates can earn premium salarles,
which are not bound by the min-
imum wage of RM1,700.

“Instead, earnings are based
on skills. Some courses, such as
welding, offer a starting salary of
RM?7,500," said Zahid, who is Um-
no president, after officiating at
the Kangar Umno division del-
egates’ meeting here yesterday.

Present was Perlis Umno Liai-

e
e

son Committee chalrman Daty
Rozabll Abd Rahman,

Zahid, who is National TVE
Council chairman, sald there we:
1,398 TVET institutions nation
wide, with strong demand fc
skilled labour, particularly fron
foreign companies Investing an
operating in Malaysia.

“We will expand the number ¢
places and courses to match th
country's workforce needs.

“Many private TVET institu
tions already offer programme
on artificial intelligence, the In
ternet of Things and robotics.

“We are confident TVET stu
dents in these emerging field:
can meet international compa
nies’ demand for skilled work
ers.” Bernama

L!rrltno president Datuk .?en‘ Dr Ahmad Zahid ‘Hd;nldl (left) spéaklng at the Kaaf- Umno divisior
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